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We welcome submissions. of interest to local lesbians. Letters to the editor, short fiction, articles, 
book or movie reviews, Be artwork or photographs are all welcomed. Forward your 
submissions by: 


¢ Mail: womonspace, Box 128, Main RO., Ednionton. AB, T5J Ste 
¢ Phone: (780) 482-1794 or (780) 455-9344 ~ . 

¢ E-mail: womonspace@hotmail.com 
e Fax: (780) 455-9344 


September - Porn and Censorship. Supmission deadline: August 15 S- 
October - Out at the Office. Submission deadline: September 15 
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Editorial 


by Suzanne Dawson 


Just when I think life may be a random 
senseless series of events, something 
happens that makes me realize that 
everything happens for a reason. Take 
this issue of womonspace, for example. 
While preparing the newsletter this 
month, a bizarre series of events over a 
24-hour period tested my belief in the 
goodness of humanity, threatening to 
fill me with bitterness and mistrust. 

At 4 a.m., during the height of my 
self-pity, there was a knock at my door 
that changed my world and my 
attitude. An angel had brought me a 
tiny kitten, much too young to be away 
from her mother and with some 
obvious health problems. Little 
Cowboy had been creeping down the 
sidewalk, her pitiful meows echoing 
into the night. The timing and 
circumstances of Cowboy’s arrival into 
my life left no question of some sort of 
divine intervention. She was a sign for 
me to let go of the past and look at life 
from the perspective of an innocent 
fearless being. 

In this issue, you’ll see the 
important role animals play in our lives 
and loves as lesbians, from Grandma 
Hatield’s tale of loving a rambunctious 
farm cat in Dancin’ Joe, to Kitten’s 
account of losing her lover to a dog in 
My Dog is a Lesbian. As we care for 
and love our pets, they teach us 
amazing lessons on the power of 
unconditional love that we would all 
do well with incorporating into our 
relationships with each other. Vv 


Empowering and healing lesbians 
with Goddess-wisdom workshops, 
consultations, mentoring. Dr. Isis Moon, 
Ph.D. (780) 455-6351. 


Si jw Gn’ 


by Nancy Westholt 
and Marie Doucet 


My life-partner and I are delighted to 
have been given the opportunity to 
introduce readers to our two 
wonderful companion-animals, feline 
friends and spoiled ‘kids,’ Panda Puss 
and Bijou. Panda is ten years old, a 16 
pound long hair who perhaps thinks 
that he is a female trapped in a male 
body. His mannerisms seem to us to be 
very feminine and we often find 
ourselves referring to him with 
feminine pronouns. He/she is a loving 
pet who enjoys being with people, is 
very needy, craves affection and 
demands attention. Panda enjoys 
snuggling up to us in bed, but the 
(Cont. on p. 9) 


Porn 
and 
Censorship 


Do you think porn is demeaning 
and incites hatred toward women? 
Or can you think of nothing better 
than cuddling with your sweetie 
while watching an “adult” movie? 
Send your photographs, cartoons, 
artwork, poetry, fiction and articles 
up to 500 words on lesbians, 
pornography and censorship by 
August 15 by e-mail to 
womonspace@hotmail.com, by fax 
to 455-9344, by mail to Box 128, 
Main RO., Edmonton, AB, T5J 3K4, 
or leave a message at 455-9344. 
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Dancin’ Joe 


July 23, 1954 
Dear Diary, 

I know it’s been a while and I must 
apologize for the twenty-five year gap 
in my writing. Raising seven children 
plus having a butch around the house 
can certainly take a lot out of a woman, 
but I feel I must tell someone about 
Joe. So it might as well be you. 

Dancin’ Joe is what we called him. 
If I close my eyes tight enough I can see 
him running and tumbling through the 
cotton and tobacco fields, a crazed look 
in his eyes, just waiting for the day 
when he will surprise me and make me 
scream daintily and jump up and down. 
Whenever he thought he had achieved 
his goal of scaring me he would start 
prancing around on the lawn, sticking 
his chest out and puffing up his cheeks 
so much his whiskers probably could 
have touched both sides of the narrow 
stairway to the attic. We thought his 
little strut looked like a dance, hence 
the name Dancin’ Joe. 

When my wife was out threshing, I 
would often go and stand in the fields, 
if you could call them that. Hard dry 
clay was all they really were. If I had a 
choice, I would have moved us to 
Atlanta or New York City; definitely 
someplace urban. But Gwen truly loved 
farming and living in the country and I 
would just never have the heart to take 
that away from her. 

One fine summer morning, Joe 
saved my life, just by being his usual 
rambunctious self. I was standing in the 
ditch directly adjacent to the house 
when I saw Joe go running past me like 
the wind. So curious was I that I 
followed after him, my dress flapping 
behind me like a kite. Moments later a 
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| by Grandma Hatfield i 


car from a neighbouring farm lost 
control on the newly graveled road and 
hit the very spot where I had been 
standing a mere five seconds earlier. It 
was God’s hand and Joe’s cute furry 
body that plucked my feet from the 
quicksand of death that day. 

One day Joe decided that he did 
not want to live with us anymore and 
took off on his own. In my mind tell 
myself that he is still out there, 
gallivanting and sowing his wild oats. 
Gwen, always the rational one, tells me 
to face reality and that the fact is that 
Joe was fourteen and his time had 
passed. I realize that he is gone from 
this world, but he is still with me, as he 
always will be. I know he is doing well 
wherever he may be, and I can often 
feel his soft feline body pressed up 
against mine in the middle of the night 
and hear his loud purr when he’s 
happy. 

On this day, eleven years after 
your passing, I am writing this to let 
you know how much I loved your purr 
and the way you squirmed and 
meowed whenever I held you against 
your will. Even though if I put you 
down you would just meow and want 
more of my attention. Dancin’ Joe, you 
made my life happier just by gracing it 
with your presence. v 


Seeking House in Edmonton 

Mature doctorate student from Nova 

Scotia seeks a small house for herself and 
Tommie, an Australian shepherd dog, | 
beginning in August. Preferably in | 
university area or on bus route. E-mail 


Gayle at ghmartin@ns.sympatico.ca or 
| call collect (902) 662-2424. : 


my Dog is G Lesbian 


I believe this is the title of a book I 
once saw (which, by the way, has 
nothing to do with lesbians). Catchy 
title, though, and you have to admit I 
did get your attention. 

Oh, the world of pets. It is truly 
grand. Those of us who are pet owners 
know and understand that our furry 
little friends provide us with almost 
everything: love, companionship, many 
things we look for in a mate. So now 
you may be wondering where this story 
is going and if, as a reader, you really 
want to go there! 

How pets fit into lesbian 
relationships, or any relationship for 
that matter, can be a concern. There is 
a saying I’ve heard in the heterosexual 
world by men who are married or 
dating women who love horses. “Buy a 
horse, get a divorce.” Sadly, there is a 
fair amount of truth to this. The same 
can happen in a lesbian relationship. 
Horses, dogs, cats, gerbils, whatever 
the species, can come between two 
people, sometimes to the demise of the 
relationship. 

Some dogs are like children to 
their owners. When two adults meet 
and end up co-parenting a child, 
problems can arise as to discipline and 
parenting strategies. The same goes 
with dating a lesbian who has a dog 
who’s been with their owner (mom) 
much longer than you have. Even 
though you love dogs and all animals, 
you may wonder why, at times, the dog 
takes precedence over you in the 
relationship. 

I guess the big warning sign comes 
when your lesbian lover prefers to be 
in the company of her canine pal 
rather than you, even as far as sleeping 
arrangements. And God forbid you 


by Kitten 


give a disapproving look at her pooch 
and she sees you. And never, and I 
mean never, discipline the animal 
without her complete approval and 
consent. You'll be sleeping in the dog 
house that night, I assure you! 

This makes me wonder if this is 
just a thing that is common with dykes 
and their dogs. Perhaps there should be 
a local doggy dyke club where women 
of this type can meet. They can talk 
about their canine companions, go on 
doggy picnics and meet others of like 
minds, perhaps meeting that special 
someone to share in the love of their 
puppies rather than each other. Does 
this sound a little twisted? Or, perhaps, 
I just met the wrong lesbian and her 


dog. v 


Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 


Clinical Social Worker 


Healing work with lesbians 
by a lesbian. 


Sliding scale. 


#203, 10129 - 124 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities.” 
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Coodlbye Kitty 


| byt 


In conversations with my friends about 
pets, I concluded that I have a 
somewhat different perspective than 
they do. The impression I get is people 
treat their pets... well, like people. 
Small, furry people who wag and purr 
instead of talk. Sure, I talk to my horses, 
coo at my cats, pick them up like 
they’re babies (the cats, not the horses), 
and am often amazed and delighted by 
how responsive and intelligent they can 
be. But I never think of them as people, 
nor would I ever dream of putting them 
before the people I care about. 

This is not to say that I don’t love 
my animals, because I do! They are 
warm and comforting when I am sad, 
lovable when I am feeling maternal or 
need to lavish affection on something, 
and engaging and entertaining no 
matter what my mood. I hurt for them 
when they are hurt, and I miss them 
when they are dead or gone. Dead and 
gone both seem to happen far more 
than is perhaps the norm for family 
pets, as many of my cats and dogs have 
been shot, run over, poisoned, and 
stolen over the years. On particularly 
sad occasions, I’ve had to shoot my own 
pets (fatal injuries), and while this is 
very hard, I get over it. I think some 
people would see me as callous and 
uncaring, yet I can’t help but feel that 
although I am sad, they are just animals. 
(Which is not to say I in any way 
condone cruelty to animals.) 

What I have the most trouble 
understanding is how anyone can put a 
pet before a person, or how someone 
can feel jealousy of their love’s love of 
an animal. Whomever I love, she should 
understand that yes, I love my animals 
when I am fortunate enough to have 
them. I will want to hug them, play with 
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them, be comforted by them, and tell 
them things I’m not always ready to tell 
her. She should also understand that no 
animal, no matter how endearing, 
would ever be more dear than her. It’s 
possible that the relationship with the 
animal may Jast longer than that with a 
lover, but if the lover is not the more 
important of the two, what’s the point. 
I thought it was insane when I 
heard that some people have actually 
broken up over pet jealousy. Throwing 
away human love - rare and fleeting as 
it is - for a pet or over jealousy of an 
animal? Having moved so often and 
said goodbye to almost as many friends 
as animals over the years, I believe 
people are the more important of the 
two. Sometimes animals are easier to 
love, but they also love more easily. I’m 
not saying you should give up loving 
your pets because some lame-ass chick 
demands that “it’s them or me.” No one 
who loves you makes demands like that 
(unless they can’t breathe around your 
pets, but allergies are not jealousy). I’m 
just saying that if you spend three hours 
of quality time with your cat for every 
one hour with your girlfriend, you may 
want to rethink your priorities. Vv 


Mountain Berry Inn B&B 

on 40 acres of paradise near Salmon 
Arm, B.C. (250) 835-8891, e-mail: 
mberry@jetstream.net 


Labyrinth Lake Lodge Peaceful, 
inexpensive getaways for couples / small 
groups. Complete privacy on 160 acres 
lakefront. Hot tub. Phone 878-3301 (local 
call) or lablake@compusmart.ab.ca 


Just the E19hE of Us 


I have to shoulder my fair share of the 
blame for the upcoming cat by-law, as 
it’s people like me that push the limits 
of manageable pet populations in one 
household. My partner and I have spent 
many not-so-romantic nights squashed 
on the bed between the fur balls that 
dominate our very existence. 

One of our little wonders is Bub, a 
three year old tortoiseshell cat that 
came to us on an involuntary basis. Roz 
and I had a happy little existence with 
our two dogs and two cats that we 
managed to bring to peaceful co- 
habitation after living together for a 
few years. We were very content with 
our family size. In the process of 
packing up the old house to leave for 
our new home that we purchased 
together, we were moved by the cries of 
the little kitten living across the road. 

Like many times before, she had 
been left outside to her own devices in 
the rain, being cold, wet and hungry. 
And like so many other times, we put 
food out for her and her brother so 
they wouldn’t go hungry. They were 
the last two kittens remaining from 
their mother’s first litter. Mom had 
delivered one more time, and was 
pregnant for the third time. This time 
for Bub was a little different. She was 
obviously in heat and her yowling was 
dealt with in the same manner as her 
mom’s. She was thrown outside for 
days on end. 

We were outside leaving some food 
for her and, for once, the skitty little 
kitty came to us. Faster than you can 
say “trailer trash Patty Hearst,” we 
scooped her up, endured the frantic 
claws to Roz’s shoulders and head, and 
brought her inside the house for a 
reprieve from the rain. Not wanting her 
to have to live the life of her momma, 


by Karen Harrison | 


we ‘boxed her up’ and moved her to 
our new home. Diana, Sophie, 
Hannibal and Sheeba were about as 
impressed with our actions as Bub was! 
We had another co-habitation battle on 
our hands. 

The first week or so we kept her 
apart from the girls so she could 
acclimatize to her new family. She got 
her name Bub (short for Beelzebub) 
from her habit of waiting until we were 
both asleep and then biting and 
attacking our toes relentlessly. Our once 
hostage was a little devil. At times I felt 
bad for not letting the people across the 
road know where we took her, but then 
again, they had offered us any of the 
kittens from the latest batch and they 
were unaware that momma was 
pregnant again. My guilt subsided as 
Bub bought in to her situation and let 
the other girls know that she was here 
and was not going to be pushed 
around. She became one of us. 

It took Bub about a year to 
outgrow some of her skitty tortie ways 
and come to us for cuddles and purrs. 
Now I can’t get her off me, especially 
when I’m trying to sleep. She developed 
a ‘death screech’ that brings us to her 
rescue every time and works in her 
favour when she wants something, and 
believe me she always gets what she 
wants! 

And then there’s Simba, who we 
adopted after Bub, but that’s another 


story altogether... v 


Seashell Cabins - Nova Scotia 
Housekeeping units on rural Cape Breton 
Island. Lesbian-owned and managed by 
Marie and Nan. Call (902) 244-1563. 
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PUSSY, PUSSY, PUSSY... 


Womonspace 
y Goli 


July 21 - 23, 2000 


Join us for a weekend of golf, 
camping and fun. 
(Women and children welcome.) 


$20/members, $25/non-members. 
Includes two nights of camping, 
9 holes of golf on Saturday, 
and a deluxe steak dinner 
(vegetarian meals available 
upon request). 


For more information 
or ito register, 


/ WELLI! 
IS THAT ALLI AM ) 
To youll? 
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_ No doctor's referral required 


(Cont. from p. 4) 


down side is his loud snoring. We feel 
so lucky to have him/her. 

Our little Bijou is a tiny, short-hair 
tabby, almost three years old. She often 
appears to be aloof, as she doesn’t 
crave or need attention or cuddling. 
We admire her strong independent 
spirit. She is a great mouser in the vast 
fields surrounding our trailer in rural 
Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. Our ‘kids’ 
are very much a large and important 
part of our same-sex family, bringing us 
great joy and unconditional love and 
acceptance. They are wonderful 
companions, especially if one of us is 
out of town. Panda Puss and Bijou 
meowed this morning that they are 
both thrilled to have two loving moms. 


Marie and Nancy own and operate 
Seashell Cabins in Cape Breton. 


Whether your pain 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-6881 


WCB and CRP funded 


Wheels Happening? 


Alternative Parents A new group for people who 
are co-parents to their partners’ kids. Call 
Jenn at 452-5159 or Jody at 425-0665, 
alternativeparents@hotmail.com 


Arctic Front Runners Recreational runners of all 
speeds. The runs are 7-10 km and take from 
40-60 minutes. Afterward, the group goes 
for brunch. Meet Sundays, 11 a.m. under the 
electric sign at 87 Ave and 114 St. on the 

U of A campus. Call Bill at 436-7892. 


Badminton League Mondays, 8-10 p.m. at 
Rosslyn School, 13215-113A St. Cost 
$5/drop-in. Call Bruce at 453-1244 after 
1 p.m., smashers99 @hotmail.com 


Breakfast Club Second Sunday of the month. 

Call Dianne at 433-0374 before 9 p.m. the 
Friday before the breakfast to ensure your 
reservation. 


Classics Social group for lesbians over 40. 
First Sunday of the month, 2 p.m. at Secrets, 
10249 - 107 St. Call Sharie at 475-1502. 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Second 
Tuesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. at Orlando 
Books, 10123 Whyte Ave. Lunch meeting on 
the second Friday of the month. Call Bill at 
422-6207. 


Free-to-be Volleyball Recreation league: 
Wednesdays, 8-10 p.m. at Hillcrest School. 
Call Rick at 474-6785. Skills development: 
Mondays, 8-10 p.m. at Ross Sheppard High 
School. Call Darcy at 425-7316, 
ftb_volleyball@telusplanet.net 


Gay and Leshian Slowpitch Softball Wednesdays at 
8 p.m. Call Tina at 423-9925 or 434-9414. 


Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays, 6-7 p.m. 
on CJSR 88.5 FM 


GLCCE Gay and Lesbian Community Centre 
for drop-in, peer counseling and library 
services. Monday to Friday, 1:30-5:30 p.m. 


Would you like your event to he listed here? 
yomonspace @hotmail com, leave a message or fax your information to 


Groups and Weekly Events 


and 7-10 p.m. Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. are 
women’s drop-in. 103, 10612 - 124 St. Call 
488-3234, glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Lesbian Wine Tasters A relaxing and educational 
evening of wine tasting. Second Tuesday of 
the month, 7 p.m. Cost $10 for 3 red wines 
and 3 white wines. Call 455-9344, 
lesbianwine@hotmail.com 


Liatris Society Gardening club for I/g/b/t and 
straight people. Call William at 474-7328, 
liatrissociety@hotmail.com 


Making Waves For g/l/b/t and friends. 
Thursdays, 8:30-9:30 p.m. and Sundays, 
8-9:30 p.m. at Bonnie Doon Leisure Centre, 
8205-90 Ave. Call Mike at 432-2116, 
makingwaves_ edm@yahoo.com 


New Attitudes Social group for lesbians and 
gays in their mid 20s to 30s looking for an 
alternative to the bar scene. Call 415-5616, 
g_mw_edmonton@yahoo.ca 


Northern Titans Ten-pin bowling league. 
Saturdays, 4:45 p.m. at Reds, West 
Edmonton Mall. Cost $12. Call Garry at 
426-6311, davegarry@v-wave.com 


PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of I/g/b/t. Third Tuesday of the 
month, 7:30 p.m. at GLCCE. Call Lynne at 
462-5958, pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Sonic Sisters Women’s music, hosted by Cori 
Brewster. Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m. on CJSR 88.5 
FM. 


Yours, Mine, Ours & Us Support/education group 
for |/g/b/t parents and co-parents. First and 
third Wednesdays of the month. Call Liz at 
415-5434 for more info. 


Youth Understanding Youth Social & support 
group for I/g/b/t age 25 and under. 
Saturdays, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE, 
yuyedm@hotmail.com 
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Events for July/August 2000 


Saturday, July 1-7 p.m. 

Boys Don’t Cry 

Youth Understanding Youth movie night 
for youth age 25 and under, 
yuyedm@hotmail.com 


Saturday, July 8-7 p.m. 

Youth Understanding Youth Activity Night 

Casual dance & snacks for youth age 25 
and under, yayedm@hotmail.com 


Sunday, July 9 

New Attitudes Outing 

Attend the Street Performers Festival 
with other Gen-Xers. Call Jacy or Tyson 
at 415-5616. 


Thursday July 13 - 7:30 p.m. 

GLCCE Women's Drop-in 

Help plan upcoming women’s drop-in 
events, and at 8 p.m. watch If These 
Walls Could Talk 2. Call 488-3234. 


Friday to Sunday, July 21-23 

Womonspace Golf Weekend 

Cost: $20/members, $25/non-members, 
includes two nights camping, 9 holes of 
golf on Saturday and a steak dinner 
(vegetarian meals available on request). 
Golf carts are available for $7. Call 
482-1794, ccattell@planet.eon.net 


Sunday, July 23 

New Attitudes Outing 

Attend the Taste of Edmonton with other 
Gen-Xers. Call Jacy or Tyson at 
415-5616. 


Saturday, July 29 - 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

GLCCE KlonDyke Days Garage Sale 

Parking lot behind 10612 - 124 St. Call 
488-3234. 


Saturday, July 29 

Police Liaison Committee Discussion 

Youth Understanding Youth, for youth 
age 25 and under, 
yuyedm@hotmail.com 
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CglencGgr of Events 


Sunday, August 6 

New Attitudes Outing 

Attend the Heritage Festival with other 
Gen-Xers. Call Jacy or Tyson at 
415-5616. 


Friday, August 18 - 7:30 p.m. 

If These Walls Could Talk 2 

Free admission. Bring your own 
munchies. Orlando Books - 
Bloomsbury Room, 10123 Whyte Ave. 
Call 432-7633. 


Friday to Sunday, August 18-20 

Womonspace Weekend Campout 

Women and children are invited to 
enjoy a weekend of camping, hiking, 
fishing and more at Pigeon Lake. Free 
for Womonspace members. Call 
482-1794, ccattell@planet.eon.net 


Friday to Sunday, August 18-20 

Rendezvous 2000 Womyn's Gathering 
Mask-making, sacred dancing, and 
natural health. Junegrass Centre, 36 
miles north of Grande Prairie. Cost: 
$280. Call Deb-RA at (780) 513-6698, 
prairiepriestess@hotmail.com 


Sunday, August 20 
Attend the Fringe Festival with other Gen- 
Xers. Call Jacy or Tyson at 415-5616. 


Saturday, September 9 - 8 p.m. 

The Curtain Rises 

GLCCE’s major annual fundraiser, 
dance, silent auction and live 
performance. The Citadel Theatre, 
9828 - 101A Ave. Call 488-3234. 


There will be no Womonspace 
dances during July and August. 
Rest up those dancing feet so 
they're ready in September! 


11 


Pride Awards 


The 8" Annual Edmonton Community ¢ Kris Wells for his work on behalf of 

Pride Awards were handed out on g/l/b/t youth within the Alberta Teachers 

June 17 to celebrate the individuals and Association and with Safe and Caring 

groups in our community that have Schools. 

contributed to gay and lesbian life. ¢ Anne McLellan, the Minister of Justice 
The Michael Phair Award recognizing the and Edmonton MP, for her work for pe 

exceptional contributions by a gay man passage of Bill C-23. 


to the Edmonton community - Fred 
Dicker for his years of service to the Gay FDEP E| D>) fa 
and Lesbian Community Centre of 

Edmonton and the Police Liaison Photos by Beraice 
Committee. « ee sats 

The Maureen Irwin Award recognizing the 
exceptional contributions by a lesbian to 
the Edmonton community - Janet 
Campbell for her long-time dedication to } 
the Edmonton Vocal Minority choir, : 
Womonspace and as a counselor and 
course leader at GLCCE. 

The Sheryl McInnes Award recognizing 
excellence in scholarship and academic 
work - Garrett Epp, professor of English 
at the University of Alberta. 

The Larry Sand Award recognizing 
outstanding contributions by a business 
to the g/l/b/t community of Edmonton - 
the staff and management of The Roost 
Nightclub. 

Pride Certificates 
¢ Making Waves Swim Club for their 
encouragement of fitness and fun. 
¢ Yours, Mine, Ours and Us for 
providing an environment for the 
support of g/I/b/t parents and co-parents. 
¢ Youth Understanding Youth for their 
ongoing support for Edmonton’s g/I/b/t 
youth. 
¢ Kathy DaSilva for her work as an ally 
for g/l/b/t youth as a high school teacher. 
¢ Bert and Evelyn Frey for their years of 
work for the inclusion of g/I/b/t people in 
Christian denominations. 
¢ Graham Watt for organizing social 
events for gay men and supporting many 
community groups. 
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| The lle” in GLCCE 


Whew! I’m sitting down to write this 
just after Pride Week, and what a week 
it was! Congratulations to everyone 
who showed their pride at the parade, 
the dance or wherever. You are a 
beautiful sight! 

As many of you know, GLCCE has 
been soliciting input about programs 
women would like to see at the Centre, 
so please keep that input flowing in! 
We are starting to act on your 
wonderful suggestions, starting with a 
new women’s drop-in night. Starting 
July 13", Thursday evenings will be 
women’s night at the Centre. Women 
are welcome every night, of course, but 
on Thursdays the Centre will always 
have women as counselors and hosts. 
We’re kicking off this project with a 
screening of the recent HBO special If 
These Walls Could Talk 2.Thanks to 
Amanda, one of GLCCE’s outstanding 
volunteers, who has taken on this 
project. 

So far, the idea for the women’s 
drop-ins is to have a regular social 
outlet for women. These may be film 
nights, speakers, discussions, host 
readings or live music. The only limit is 
your imagination. If you are interested 
in volunteering at the Centre as a host 
or taking the training to become a 
counselor, give me a call any weekday 
afternoon at 488-3234. 

GLCCE is gearing up for two big 
events this summer. Our annual garage 
sale will be timed accordingly for 
KlonDyke Days on Saturday July 29". 
We welcome your donations of great 
pre-owned stuff, and would love to 
have volunteers for the event. We also 
have our major fundraiser “The 
Curtain Rises,” a huge dance and 
community showcase on September 9" 
at The Citadel Theatre. For more info 
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| by Kristy Harcourt | 


about either of these events, call 
GLCCE at 488-3234, or check out our 
website at www.edmc.net/glcce 

Thanks to everyone who has 
donated books; the !esbian section of 
GLCCE’s resource library is looking 
much more respectable. As always, 
here is our summer library wishlist: 
Lesbian Epiphanies - Karol Jensen 
This is What Lesbian Looks Like - anthology 
Social Services with Transgender Youth - Gerald P. 
Mallon 
Am | Blue - anthology edited by Marion 
Dane Bauer. 

Buy a book for GLCCE and get 
10% off its purchase price at Orlando 
Books. 

See you at the Centre! v 


OrlLANpO 
BOOKS 


Edmonton's lesbian-ownea, 
feminist bookstore 
with a fine selection 
of titles for women. 


10123 Whyte Ave. TOE 1Z5 
432-7633 


www.orlandobooks.com 
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Beller Then 


Ice Cregm 


Vanilla and Other Stories by Candas 
Jane Dorsey is a collection of short 
fiction that I was fortunate enough to 
get my mitts on by way of being in the 
publishers’ office when the box of 
books was delivered. (Ah, the perks of 
volunteering.) Although I was looking 
forward to reading it and was sure I 
would enjoy it, I was still pleasantly 
surprised by how good it was. 

With a title like Vanilla, you may 
have guessed that some of the stories 
have to do with sex in a less-than- 
traditional manner. The book covers a 
range of sexuality from heterosexual to 
polyamorous, but these stories are 
much more than just sexual titillation. 
They are about love, relationships, 
change, growth, and personal journeys 
through life. These are stories about 
our own lives, the strange places we 
wind up, and the beautiful and often 
terrible things we do to ourselves and 
to each other on our way there. 

Some of the stories are sweet and 
heart-warming: a woman finding the 
courage to hold out her love to a 
friend in hopes that it will be returned; 
a man who finds it is not so easy to 
withdraw from life because life keeps 
drawing him back in. Others deftly 
blend humour with a painful look into 
our psyches: a man coming to terms 
with childhood abuse in light of a 
bizarre physical manifestation of his 
emotions; a woman who feels she can 
be as free as her wildest fantasies, but 
doesn’t give herself permission to 


Thanks to Laurie for last month's cover photo, 


and to Bernice for her photographs of the 
‘Amazons Touch Foothall Team. 


by D. Bear 


dream. A few are darker and more 
cynical, with characters that taste 
bitterness over lost life and 
opportunities. 

These tales cover a mixed 
landscape from reality to fantasy. From 
a woman who learns to face death 
through a night of spiritual self- 
revelation, to a man who falls in love 
with a woman on a foreign shore, Ms. 
Dorsey’s use of language weaves the 
fantastic and surreal into everyday life. 
Her writing is vivid and compelling, 
and she has an amazing way of creating 
sympathy for characters with whom 
you wouldn’t think you’d have 
common ground. 

This Vanilla is definitely better 
than ice cream. In any collection, there 
are a few favourites and a few you 
don’t care for. Such is the case here, 
except that you’ll have many favourites 
in this collection of beautifully written 
tales. Vanilla and Other Stories is a 
wonderful way to spend an evening 
and worth coming back to again and 
again. So, support your local artist 
(C. J. D. is an Edmonton writer) and 
head to your local feminist bookshop 
to make this book a part of your 
summer reading plans. v 


The Bagel Tree at 10345 Whyte Ave. 


Buddy's Pub upstairs at 10112 - 124 St. 
Cafe Mosaics at 10844 Whyte Ave. 

Urban Grind at 10124 - 124 St. 

The Roost private club at 10345 - 104 St. 
Secrets Bar & Grill at 10249 - 107 St. 
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“Rendez-vous 


| 2000 
— Womyn's Gathering 
and Retreat 


August 18 - 20, 2000 


Mask-making, 
sacred circle dancing, 


herbal walks. 


Call Deb-RA at 
(780) 513-6698 
or e-mail 


prairiepriestess@hotmail.com 


WOMONSPACE 


CAMPOUT 


August 18-20, 2000 


Get wild at Womonspace’s annual 
all-women camping weekend! 


Hike, fish and enjoy the simple life 
at Pigeon Lake. 


For information or to register, 
call (780) 482-1794, 
ccattell@planet.eon.net 


| 
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Affirm United A support group for members 
of the United Church of Canada. Last 
Saturday of the month, 7:30 p.m. Call 
Therese or Phyllis at 440-1306. 


Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian 
and bisexual Mennonites and friends, 
garrett.epp@ualberta.ca 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and 

bisexual Roman Catholics and friends. 
Call Bernard at 451-1794 or Joseph at 
481-4218, trainlvr@compusmart.ab.ca 


Freedom Metropolitan Community Church Sundays 
at 1 p.m. and 7:15 p.m. Children’s 
church school, Sundays at 1 p.m. Youth 
group, Tuesdays at 7 p.m. McDougall 
United Church, downstairs, 10086 
Macdonald Drive (south entrance). Call 
429-2321, Revbev@compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian 
church. Sundays at 7 p.m. Call 
474-0753 for church location. 


Lutherans Concerned Call Mette at 
461-5571, luthconc@icrossroads.com 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people of 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 
a.m. at 10086 McDonald Dr. Call 
428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at 

10 a.m. at Ermineskin Community 
League, 10709 - 32A Ave. Call the 
church office at 435-2028, Debbie at 
987-4974, or Read at 437-9732. 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and 
services of union. Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m. at 12530 - 110 Ave. Call 
454-8073 or e-mail 
uce@compusmart.ab.ca 


Phone: 455-9344 
E-mail: womonspace@hotmail.com 
Fax: 455-9344 


Quarter page: $25 
Half page: $50 
Full page: $100 


Classified ads (3 lines) 
are free for members. 


Read back issues of womonspace 
on our award-winning website: 


http://www.gaycanada. 
com/womonspace/ 


JULIE C. LLoyD 


Barrister & Solicitor 


1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T3J 1W8 
Telephone: 497-7755 


Want to have some fun? Join us 
for gay and lesbian Slowpitch 


Softball, Wednesday nights at 
8 p.m. Call Tina at 423-9925 or 


434-9414, 


| am doing research for a writing 
project on Fibromyalgia/Chronic 
Fatigue Syndrome. I'd like to hear 
your story, especially if it pertains 
to being gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
intersexual or transgendered and 
anything you might experience 
with this illness that is different 
because of this. E-mail 
outsick@flash.net or check out 
my website at www.outsick.org 
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— Queen Size Bed! 


ae | by CA McEwan) 


God, Id love a queen size bed. 
Id lay sideways and horizontal. 
I could stand on my head in the middle 


and, when I fall, I won’t land on the floor. 


Id never fall of the side 
when turning cartwheels. 
God, a queen size bed would be cool. 


“IT loved my life as a dyke separatist. 
Then, in 1987, I heard about PAWS (Pets 
are Wonderful Support), a group that 
helped gay men with AIDS take care of 
their pets. Well, if there are two things I 
love in life, it’s being queer and petting 
animals... Today, as an activist in the 
women and cancer movement, when I 
start to get caught up in meetings, 
deadlines, and controversies, I try to 
remember that the heart of my work is to 
make sure that there is always a cat or a 
dog on the bed - an unfailing friend at 
every hour of the day and night for 
anyone with AIDS, cancer, or even a 
broken heart.” 

Emily Rosenberg, “The Dog, The Cat, 
and the Activist” in Dyke Life 


MUMBY'S 


TREE SERVICES 


FOR ALL YOUR TREE, 
SHRUB AND YARD CARE 


PRUNING 
DIAGNOSIS AND 
TREATMENT 
LANDSCAPE GARDENER 
SITE PLANNING 
AND PLANTING 


PH. (780) 469-2595 
CELL. (780) 719-3158 


VERNA MUMBY 


CERTIFIED CONSULTING ARBORIST 


“Our first few years of publishing 
were a whirlwind. My potbellied 
pig, Annabelle, would scamper 
around our makeshift living room- 
turned-office, snorting and 
begging for snacks from the late- 
night production team who would 
sometimes work all the way 
through until they had to go to 
their ‘real jobs’ in the morning.” 
Frances Stevens, Publisher/Editor- 
in-Chief of Curve, about the start 
of her ground-breaking lesbian 
magazine. 
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Celebration & Empowerment 


Sf gs 


20 » 


/ 896 Commercial Dr. 
{at Venabdies) 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Canada V5t 3Y5 


"Tel: (604) 254-2543 
"Fax: (604) 254.5472 2 


; be Mail Order 
[3 4. 888-WYM-WARE 


Wwww.Woltlynsware.com 


UV1'SIGM'STHa‘SaalA Kujemac 


pie an Environment, Services and Products for the 
-2U0U 
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Buys gnc’ BUGS 


by C. A. McEwan 


Sometimes you feel them 
Crawling on you 

over you 

through you 

up your thigh 

across your breasts 

their skittering caressing 
the landscape of your skin 


But they don’t turn you on. 


Thanks to Lynn for all her hard 
work as Womonspace’s secretary 
over the past year. Womonspace 
members are invited to run for a 
position on the Board, to be 
elected at the Annual General 
Meeting in October. 


UNG SOON: 


tsti¢ Dr. Dyke 


The “doctor” is in. 


Send your questions to the 
relationship/life/sex/ 
home improvement 

dyke expert! 


Write to 
doctordyke69@hotmail.com or 
Doctor Dyke, Box 128, Main RO., 
Edmonton, AB, T5J 3J4 


LOCHS-BY-NESS 


Hair Studio 
Gay Owned & Operated 


Vanessa Leonard - Stylist 


By Appointment 
469-3088 
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CANCER: The stars are playing havoc 


f 


too, shall pass. Very soon 

you'll stop feeling like you 

zigged when you shoulda 

zagged... and life will be a 

sensual feast once again. 

LEO; Perhaps you should look up the 

word ‘sincerity’ in the 

dictionary - you’ll find it 
between ‘simulate’ and 

‘sledgehammer.’ Hoo-boy, do 

you have a long way to go. 

VIRGO: You paid a very high price to 

stand where you are now. 

Don’t let it be undermined by 

a pretty face unless you’re 

prepared to lose everything 

for a mindless roll in the hay. 

The choice is yours. 

LIBRA: Now that you’re back in 
circulation, you and your 
balancing act should soon 
have more than you can 
handle in the orgasm 

~ department. Don’t say I - 
didn’t warn you! 

- SCORPIO: You could sure use a fast 

ride with the top down. But 

keep your seatbelt fastened 

*cause you’re in for a bumpy 

bit of gender-bending. Don’t 

let July’s heat blind you to 
the cold reality of a May- 

December relationship. 

SAGITTARIUS: Recent events have 

forced you to slow down and 

smell the road apples. Maybe 
next time you won’t wait for - 
the universe to take such 
drastic measures, you big Ds 
muffin. 
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with you right now, but this, - 


CAPRICORN: Runnin’ on empty? No 
wonder, what with the way 
s» you've been ogling the babes in 
overdrive. Recharge those 
it batteries before you find 
yourself headed for a mid- 
summer meltdown. 
AQUARIUS: You wanted sizzle? You’ve 
got it - but don’t twist your 
ankle jumping out of the fire 
™) and back into that comfortable 
pan. Only she who attempts the 
absurd can ‘achieve the, 
impossible. 
PISCES: Maybe you need a pet. Some- 
thing like a bird, or a fish, that 
can be easily ignored... kinda 
like your girlfriend. She is 
running out of patience, honey. 
Figure out what you want, if 
it’s not already too late. 
ARIES: Murphy’s Law has been working 
overtime in your neighborhood 
lately. Ride it out and soon 
you'll be back in the sapphic 
UN saddle. Yee-haw! 
TAURUS: Tis the season for summer 
festivals. You can’t make a 
career out of waiting for her to 
make the first move. Go ahead, 
ask her to one of those outdoor 
concerts... more than one 
romance got its start in those. 
big beer tents. 
GEMINI: Lots of travel is in store, but 
perhaps not the fast-lane kind 
you’re used to. You might want 
to keep in mind that getting 
there is usually more fun than ~ 
a” A being there. Don’t leave the 
house without a valid passport, 
toothbrush and lots of 
sunscreen. . vw 
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Golf Weekend: July 21-23, 2000 
Campout: August 18-20, 2000 


For information or to register, | 
call (780) 482-1794, 
ccattell@planet.eon.net 


Wemonspace Membership Form 
(Conficentiality Assured’ 2 


Name(s) 
| Address 

City SNES Postal Code. 
Phone ce E-mail 


12-month membership fee: 

$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friend of Womonspace; newsletter only) 
Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main PO., Edmonton, 
Alberta, T5J 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available). | 


New Member _ Renewal Associate | Cat 
_] I would like to be a volunteer ; Total Enclosed:. 
Please mail my newsletter to my home | : 


I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events | $_ 


= * 


